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Bl Paso, Texas, September 28, 1920.

Pioneer ibstrast and Guayantee Title Company,

Bl Pase, Texas. '
smt:lem 1

This ig to adviece that Jsmetz We msw by u@mem!.ng
mae lend we wrote under Wﬂm of the 15th mtw‘&. X
sgreed thet chetk In payment may bs deliversd to the l'irat
Hortgage Compeny aud that e will sall at the office of
this company and thnrﬁ apply such portion of the proseeds
of the cheek a2 may be proper to settlement of him in-
debtad.nesa %o tm* compsny. ¥ith this uwnderstonding, wo
belleve thot the Miret ortgage Gompany will be willing to
_s;manﬁé the relmaé o? Xlen that they hpld egsinst Hr. Bag~
sel'a land, which procedure will closy the way to title cer-
tifleats. Cheock will be mvem in accordance with the

ahove. _

Texy truly youxe,
P W DEAT
Petrict Counsel.



Cra-¢

El Faso, Texas,
B.ﬁ. 17. 1920.

dr. James W. Russell,
Yeleta, Tex.

- Dear 8ir:

In acoordence with the procedure outlined
when you were in our office, the relesse of the vezdor's
lien held against your property by the First Nortgege
Company was transmitted to this company with the under~
standing that they wonld exeoute the relsase anA that
this would clear the way to the title certificste which
is to de written upon the land. This moraing, howsver,
8 Terresentative of the company informed ns that thay -
do mot desire to release the lien unless the amount to
be paid by the Governmant is assigmed to them to be applied
Tpon your indebtedness, which they stats is now considerably
in arrears. If you are willing to make this application
of the funds, kindly intimate your decision in the matter
in writing, and check in payment, whils drawn to your order,
will be transmitted to the Pirst Mortgage conpany in order
that you may endorse it over to them. & "

We regret that an unqualified relsase can not be
secured, but 1f there 1s & pending foreolosurs of the lien
against your property you will possibly hg glad to uss tha
money in this way. You will sppreociate that if this lncum-
brance caunot be cleared, the United sutu cannot asceept

utlo.
Awuung your m'or. vo are

Very tmly yours,
P ¢ DER?
Distriot Counsel.




El Pago, Texas, September 15, 1920.

Pioneer gbatrant end Enarsntee Title Company,
Gontlemen:

 Irepemitted herewith 1s warranty deed dated Beptember
14, 1920, running Prom James Webb Russell et ux. io the
ﬂ’nita& -8tates, together with release of vendor's lien
to be executed by the First Hortgage Company, =snd letter
of transmittal to the county clerk requesting recordation
of these insirumente. Upon execution of the release by
the Firet Hortgege Compary, vhich we understand will be
satisfeetory to them, and recordation of both instruoments,
I believe you will £ind the fécordin condition satisPec-
tory for issue of title certificste.

Yery truly MS.
P ¥ DRN?
Distriet Counsel.
inels.



Gounty Glerk for m Paso Gounty,
Xl Pado, Texas. |

Dear Bir: R s .
| Tranemittet haceritn 2 far offietal £

Sbed datel Peptesbor 14, 1920, Tumalvg Prum Jomes Ve

-~ 'Russell et wx« to the MM mtem mﬁ mm M‘ van&-

ox'e ummmmmnmwmammw m

Webd Enseell.

P W husr
Metriet Coumsal.

inols,



El Fago, Texas, September Y1, 1920.

¥r. James V. Busasell,
Yaleta, Texas.
Dear SBir: -

~ The Plomeer Abstrazet and Guarantee T itle Company have
signified their willingness to issue title certificate for
the land sequired by the United States for middle drain right
of way, subjeect to execution of proper warranty deed
- to the United States and release of vendor's lien held by
the First Hortgage Company. The necessary relesse has been
draen and will be duly executed by the First Mortgage Com-
pany, and the warrsnty deed is inclosed herewith for your
signature and that of irs. Russell. Please sign "Jemes
Vebb Eussell,” and heve your wife eign "Ena Russell,” as
this is the manner in which you signed the ement to sell
to the Govermment and it is quite important that the signa-
tures be exactly the same upon both imstruments. If you
can call at our office the notary here will be pleased
to take your acknowledgments without charge.

The dee@ muet have affixed a United States documentery
Tevemue stamp for 50 cents, whigh it is customery for the
grantors to Parmish and which please &0 not overlook.

Upon issumnce of the title certificate and redordstion
of the deed and delivery bgck to us from the county clerk’'s
office, we will be in a position to hsve the sccount voush-
ered and paid.

Vory truly yours,
P v DEET
Distriot Counsel.
inol. |



El Paso, Texes, September 7, 1920.

 Ploneer Abetyaot smd Guaremtee Titls Company,

X1 Paso, Texas.

Transmitted herewith are Rlo Grindh sbstrast No. 4452,
Pioneor Ho. 19801, together with blueprint of Govermment right
of way snd applicationm for title certifisste. If your attormeys
find good title In James Wabbh Eussell, we shall be plesesed
to cell oz thie perty for warranty Geed running to the United
8tates. '

The Rio Grande sbstirast, with the supplements bound
therewith, 1e the property of the Pirst Hortgage Company.

Very truly yours,
? ¥ DEUY
Distrist Comnsel.
incls.

,,,,,



El Paso, Taxase, isugust 30, 1920.

Pioneer Abstract and Guarantee Title Company,
Bl Paso, Texas.
Gentlemen:

Ve wish to secure title certificate for 1.33 scres
in SWZ of BWZ sece 26, Te 31 S., R. 6 E., Ysleta town grant,
28 shown on gttached blueprint and as deseribed in contract
with James Webb Russell, the present owner, the comtraet
being dated July 29, 1920, and filed to-day for record.

. The First Hortgage Company, who were, we understand,
the former owners this land, have the gbstract. If such
is available for this purpose, kindly extend it to the point
necessary to emsble your examiners to pass on the title,

, but prior ts your examination we will meke sgplie‘atiun.
the application being now delsyed as we are without benefit
Of a‘bﬂtrm- *

... Plesse advise in roferense to the abastrast, and we

will teke the further necessary asctiem.

Very truly yours,
P ¥ DEET
Disirict Counsel.
inel. -




El Pago, Texag, August 39, 1920.

County Clerk for El Paso _eounty.
El Paso, Texas. '
Dear Sir: o
Transwitted herawith fop officiel record ip contract
dated July 29, 1920, betwemn James Wedb Russell et wr. ana
the United States. |
Very truly yoare,
2 ¥ DXm®
‘Bistrict Comnmel.

inel. |



Hr. James W. Bussell,
Yslete, Texas.
Dasar Sir:

Ve have obtalned title cortificate For land which
waB taken for middle drain right of way, yeucher 1s in-
closed herewith, which plesse gign, having ¥ys. Bussell also
8ign, snd returm to this offisy. Sign your names in exsctly
the came menner as they are stated in the heading of the vonch-

er.

You will note that a deduction of $16 for title cortifi~
cate and of $1 for recordation of the First Hortgege Company
release has been made. Taxes Lor 1920 wore sssscmed prier
to execution of the deed ruaning to the United States, and
Ssme should be psld before the Govermment can make Final set-
tlement, These taxes amount to $7.74, and we will be glsad to
attend to this matter, msking proper dednotion on the vouoker,
1f you wish ws to do 50, Kindly advies in regsrd to this.

' Thers i also inelosed s deposition g 9 your poesga-
slon of the lsnd, which 8ign ard return, snd the notary in
this office will handle the affidavit.

We are urging the couniy clerk's office to put the deed
through the records with as little delsy as possible, and
upon return of this instrument to our office, snd ae%.tlenwnt
of 1920 taxea, as noted asbove, the voucher -in be sdnt to
the proper officer for psyment.

Very truly yours,
P ¥ DENT

- Distriet Counsel.
18.
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RELEASE UNDER

State of

County of

I hereby certify that this instrument was

filed for record on the

day of - .. D191 ,

i

at o’clocle _____. M., and duly
recorded in book ...

page ... , Of the Records of Deeds and

\.
Mortgages of said county.

Fees, §




has caused this instrument to be signed by its ._.________ e e - ’

thereunto authorized by a resolution of the Board of Directors, and affixed its seal hereunto, this, the

day of ... ,A. D. 180

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of—

State or_Texag, o

88.
County or . EL Pasp,
On this . day of s R B S , 191
before me personally appeared ____.___________________________________ »-¥nown to me to

be the person whose name is subseribed to the .
fareEQuG--mmv-—-m&:—&cmw : R Rrandrsekpowdedewed that the

Pirst Mortgsge Compamy, .. .

byhimits ________________________ » signed, sealed with its corporate seal, and delivered the foregoing

instrument for the purposes and considerations therein expressed.

In WirnEss WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year

in this certificate first above written.

Notary Public.
El Pago County, Texss.

My commission expires s i




2

AND WHEREAS, by agreement dated _..________Joly 29 emeey 180 | between the United States
of America and _____EII}Q._QQ;!Q___{!?QQB___‘!e___Rn%elL eb WXe, .

agree to convey a certain tract or parcel of land for a canal right of way for the Rio Grande Project

free of all existing liens or encumbrances, which land is deseribed as follows: glt;aag: gﬁnﬁ;d ;ﬁxas
- 1n the northwesterly outskirts of tpe town of Ysleta Texas, in the South. '
- West quarter of the Northwest quarter(SWZEW:) of Section 26, Township 31
South, Range 6 Rast, U, s, Reclamation Servi ce Survey, being also in the
Ysleta Town Gremnt ang more particularly described as follows: Beginning atp
the most northerly corner, of the tract of lang herein describad)which is
a point &t the intersection of the Property line between the land of James
Weu Russell and H, M, Andres with 8o uthwesterly right of way line of a
41 foot County Road, adjacent anad parallel to the G.H.& S.A.R.Rs from whiolp.-
point the Northwest corner of said Section 26 besrs North 21°11*34" wegt '
2277.7 feet; thence along said right of way line of County Road South45°63'
East 490.82 feet to point of intersection 0f northwesterly right of way
line of a secomi county road from which last named point the Northeast
Sorner of said Section 26 bears North 58°59153n gpggt 4789.7 feet; thence
South 13°33130" Wegt 140.0 feet along said right of way 1ine of last men-
tioned County Road; thence Jorth 45°03* West 480.64 feet %o point on prop-
nerty line between land of James Wi>Russell and said H., M, Andres; from
-Which point the Northeast corner of said Section 26 bears North 63°11113n

' _East 5018.0 feet; thence North 10°08' Ragt 14556 feet to the point o

.beginning; said tract of land containing 1.33 acres more or 1ess,

Now, THEREFORE, KNOW ALL MEN By THESE PRESENTS, That____& ha__sai:l-rimt_ﬂoztgage

B et
for and in consideration of the premises and of One Dollar ($1.00) to A% in hand paid, the
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do hereby remise, set over, release, and reconvey unto the

__________________ heirs and assigns, all and singular, the property and premises herein last above described,
forever free and quit of the above named encumbrance, expressly reserving, however, all rights under

the _ggié__v:endor_!gmnagainst all the remaining described land in the same manner and effec

as 1f this release had never been executed.



________________________________________________________________________ of ... Bl Page,
County of ... . El Papo , State of __.________ Doxas . , did execute,
acknowledge, and deliver to ________ Jomes W. Bussell .
of o BlPgso , County of ___________ El Paso,
State of ____________ Texap , 8 certain--.___-Rm&ni‘:x__ﬁeﬂﬂ,__yhemaby__a__venﬂor(!s _____ ,
llen was retained wpon the land granted, '

duly recorded in the records of ________. ). 1-_2339 _____________________________ County, _.________ _'ﬂexas, _______ _
in Book _____ 317 , page . _____ _557'8:‘ Mﬁ’dﬂ (grtain tract or parcel of land, lying and beihg
in the County of .__________ EX.Pego . , in the State of __________ Texss, ... ,

described as follows, to-wit:

Tract No. 1 of Spohr's Addition to the Yslets Grant, conta )
about 7.84 acres, and being out of the 59-scre tract formerly owned by
W. Jo Spohr and thersafter acquired by the First Mortgage Company:
reference being made to the sald deseribed warranty deed

to James W. Bussell for complete desoription of the land therein
conveyed;



10. In consideration of the nremises, the Vendow further
agree, before the money or other consideration herein nemed shall
be paid by the United States, to furnish at theirown expense title
guaranty certificate issued by a title gueranty company to be
designated by the United States, gusranteeing the title to the
land herein agreed ic be convegyed to.bs in the United States and
otherwise in form acoeptable to the United Sinten, or, at the
option of the United States, to otherwise show perfeat title:
Provided, That 1f the Vendors fail or refuse to furnish such title
guaranty certifiocate within sixty deys after novice shat this
egreement has been approved, or if within suok period written
request be made by the Vemdors, such title gueranty certifioste
mey be procured by the United States at the expemse of the Vendora
end the eost thersof deducted from the puroheae price; and it im
understood and agreed between the perties hereto thst the United
3%ates will bear the expense of any end ell sbetrasts of title
which are necessary for the use of the title guaranty company in
issuing the title certificate: Provided, That i the Vendors hsve
at thelr disposal sbstract of title, the smma shell be losned to
the title guaranty compeny for its use in lesuing title certifioate,
the United States bearing the expense, if any, of bringing the
shatrect down to date.

1l The Vendors expressly warrant that they have employed
no third psrson to solicit or ebtain this contrset in their behalf,
or to canse or prooure the ssme to be obieined upon compensation in
any way contingent, in whole or in part, upon such procurement;
snd that they have not paid, or promised or agreed %o pay, %o any
third permon, in ocomsideration of such procurement, or in compensa~
tion for services in connection therewith, any brokerage, commigsion,
or perscenisge uporn the amount reseiveble by them hereunder; and that
they have not, in estimating the ocontract price demanded by them,
inoluied any sum by Yesson of any such brokerage, commission, or
vercentage; and that all moneys psysble to them hereunder are free
from obligation %o any other person for services remdered, or eupposed
to have been rendered, in the procurement of this contract. They
further agree that any breach of this wayrenty shall constitute
edequate cause for the amnnulment of this contrect by the United
Stetes, and that the United States may retain to ita own nse from
any sums due or 1o become due therounder an smount equal to any
brokerage, oommisalon or percentege @o paiid or sgreed to be paid;
Provided, However, 1t is mmderstood that this covenant does not
apply to the selling of goods through a bona flde commerciml repre-
sentative employed by the Vendors in the regular ocourse of thelr
business in dealing with cuatomers other than the Gove¥nment and
whose compensation is paid, in whole or in part, by commisgsions
on sales made, nor to the sSelling of goods through established
commercial cr selling agents or egencies regulerly engaged in selling
such goods.
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“STATE AND COUNTY TAX NOTICE

Your taxes for the year 1919 on property rendered by you and described below,
>

amounts to $./..° = This does not include poll tax or property you may own
which you did not render.

Taxes are due Oct. 1st and become delinquent Feb. 1st, when
10% penalty, 6% interest per annum and $2.25 costs is added. You will have to call
in person for your poll tax.

No poll tax will be delivered after Jan. 31st.
LOTS |

|
ASSESSED
ABS. | SUR. Il ACRES | VALUATION

Out of town personal checks not accepted.
To avoid delay, return this card with your remittance.

R. D. RICHEY,
Tax Collector of El Paso County, Texas.




IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties to this agreement have hereunto set their hands the day
and year first above written.

Witnesses:
B, ..James. Webb Russell
™m

of.

_____ - __..Ina Russell e
Vendor.

of ... P S
...................................................... The United States of America,

e . . . By ____ L M IAWSON
................... - e Project Memager.. . T. S. R. S.

of ______
StATE or Texas %

8s

County or... Bi Peso -

) P Lma*mwr“Hoadlgyﬂnnuufnqa _______ -Nojary Public- - ..
. . . . .. James Webb Russell and
In and for said county, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that__________Ing -Rusgell oo __
who_______ are. . personally known to me to be the' personS.__. whose nameS._BY8_subscribed

to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day in person and acknowledged that

_____________________________________________ ey
signed, sealed, and delivered said instrument of writing as______ their free and voluntary act,
for the uses and purposes therein set forth.

I further certify that I did examine the said___________ Ing Russall
separate and apart from___hex ____ husband______ , and explained to...__ hg_l,-,____the contents of the
foregoing instrument, and upon that examination._8he did declare that_______ ghe _____.____did

voluntarily sign, seal, and acknowledge the same without any coercion or compulsion, and do 8.
not wish to retract the same. - '

Given under my hand and official seal, this____ 29th day of _ July

Geo. W. Hoadley
Notgry Public

[SEALL.] i

Comptroller, U. S. R. 8.

0—4798



Project Manager

: Form 7—276 LAND PURCHASE CONTRACT.
i e

i D Ap roved Ma 27,1910, by the

} ¢ Eecretary o?the ]'.utermr

" DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

t-hem - yas | th'-eir

, for Sl sel =T RS « Wt heirs, leoal represen-
tatives, and abs1gnb, hereinafter styled the Vendor, and The United States of America and its assigns by

County, Texes

e ieezozde Je UBWSOL, fYOject Hanage! " of the United States Reclamation Service,
thereunto duly authorized by the Secretary of the Intenor, pursuant to the act of June 17, 1902
(32 Stat. 388), ; }

"WITNESSETH:
1. The vendor in conmdamtaon of the benefits to be hereafter derived from the construction of

~ irrigation works through, upon, or in the vicinity of the lands hereinafter described, of the promises
and covenants of the United States herein contained, and of the payment to the vendor by the United

* | States™of the sum’ of ofie dollar (81.00), "the i‘ecelpt. whereof is hereby” acknowledged, does hereby
_ agree, upon the terms and conditions héreinafter stipulated, to sell and by good and sufficient deed to

convey to the United States of America the following-described real— estate and property mtuated in

the county of___ R0 State of,-_“-_m ' S 7 Wzt.

4 tyegt of f\ifuafea in $he narthwaaterly autskirta of the

town--of Yslets Texas, 1ix the Southwest qmm of the Ngrthwest guarter
iswim*) of Sestion 25, Township 31 South e 6 Beat,.Us S, Reclames

lon-Service suyvay - hai.ng ﬁlso &n -the-- Iﬂiﬂ --!m—-&an# and-moré - pars

tioulayly deseribed as follows:, ogi:mina at the most northerly corner,
of the tract-of -land herein deseribed, whioh 155 Do n%-54-the intersec~
tion of the property ling detween she land of the Vend m ein snd .
He - Mi 3nives with ‘Sonthwenterly: as&m—w-wr-m; —8-Aa-Feot- mmni:y
BosA, adigeest snd pavallel to the G, Sa bs Re nm xrhi.rah point
the Nopzilwest opyner of maidSsofion 2 hvsza"lsz#h- 211134 Beety -
2277.7 £eeét; thence along ssid right of. way line o Go!tnty Bpa# ‘South
45m3f fﬁ‘ tgﬁ.ﬁt n:: o rg;n; o m;mwtsmw noryiwe: iar Fight
of w e of » gacond comn! !’-'Lg)i
L xorﬁaat corner of saild ‘Bcnttimag ’hww Rﬂ!th 5 ‘5945514‘ sm 4?393‘7‘
-/ faet;- thence South. 13933130% Weat 140u0.fLse } aﬂ.ah _,

/ o last mentioned Toumiy RosRy ’;hﬁﬁ’tﬁr e 458 ; ; -
point on property line between land of the: .And. 5uid. Bc_& Andyves}
from which point the WoX%hsasy corna:: \Qi 510 Baution 26 ‘bsau Borth
ésgcnﬁgn Eagt 50! zeey% thenes: Horth. __..aa .....  Bapt. 145450 feet to.the
H I ’

i 5
it

Correct as to Engineeriné’ i}ata' éW

et RRPEL S SRR

raint-of basimms!" Baﬂ.l aat of” ‘ian&’” on . h”"ﬁi?iﬁ“"ﬁb‘i‘é“'o'

ved nesoioN T
B

[Epprove
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THIS I8 TO CERTIFY, Ir regerd to a tract of land oon-
taining 1.53 acres purchased from James Webb Ruspell et ux.
under sgreement to sell dated July 29, 1980, and the title
quaranty tseued in connection therewith dated September 29,

204

That the copy of the tax gertifioate contained im the
enid title guaranty hes beon coupared with the original
tax certificste and foamd to be an exact oopy, and that
said gertificate relates to the land & portion of which
has been aocquired by the United Staies under the sald agree-
ment to sell; and that the taxes for 1980, amounting to
87,74, have been paid by the Reclamation Service and de-
duction made therefor on vousheyr, which payment i@ evidenced
by 21 Paso County Tax Colleotor's reoeipt in duwe form and
by zigned voucher oovering the pajyment of texes,

El Paso, Texas, _
? 7 DEE?

Distriet Counsel.

The inclosures with this lend purohsee
era a8 follows: _ '
Orig. agreenent 49 vells
War. deed snd 1 copy, with B blucprinto.
Orig. und 1 copy possessory certificate.
Origes and 1 oopy affidevit ee to posseecsion.
Coples letters #pril 11, 1918, and June 26,
1918, C.C. to D. C. El Paso.
Pitle guaranty, which contains copy of
tax certificate.
Extra oopy abovs certifivaete ae to taxew.

(Roferenoe ie malde to letter Reroh B6, 1920, from Dr. to
C. of 0., in regard to land purohame fron J. ¥. Johnsom,
Riv Grande projest.)



8tate of Texas, H
t

County of El PaB9.

Before me, the undersigned authority, this day pereozmally
came end eppeared Jemes W. Russell, to me well kmown, and who,
after boing by me duly sworn, did depose and say:

That he is over twenty-one yeers of aso% that his poost-
office address is Ysleta, Texss; that he is the eame party

who executed a contract with the United States of imerica

dated July 29, 1980, agree to convey to the United States

a certain right of way conts 1.33 acres, more or less,

in southwest qusrter of the northwest guariter of seotion twenty-
gix, townehip thirty-one south, renge eix east, United Btaten
Reclamntion Service survey, El Paso County, Texas, and belng al-
so in the Ysleta Town Grent and more fully desoribed in said
contract; and that prior to and including the dete of ssid
oontract, together with mengaga Company, his predecessor
in title and possession, fromiie holds privity of e ate by
rosson of his being the prantee in s certain deed of convey-
ance from the said First MHortgage Company, dated

spril 26, 1918, for = period of five yesars, he, affiant, held
actual, peaceable, sdverse, continmous, exclusive, and hos-
tile possession of the tract of land of which the sald de-
soribed richt of way agreed to be conveyed to the United States
is a paort, under title, cultiveting, using, and enjoying the
gaid entire traet and peying all taxes thereon each =nd every
year from the time of hie scquiring title as aforesaid, and
having the said entire tract of land during 2ll of seid period
of time under fence and thereby segregated from all adjoin-

JAMES ¥ RUCBELL

Sworp, to mibacribed before me thie ___ ] L [ dsy
of m , As D¢ 1020,
(2BiL) (
My come ©XP. L7 / i
in and -

June 1, 1921. U!o’tary Public
for El Paso County,
ToXAB .




POBCESBORY CKRTIFICATE.

Rlo Gramde Project,
El Paso, Texas, July 29. 103 .
I, Geo. W, Hoedley, Field Assistaut, United Sgates
Rgolumatiun Service, certify that I have peracnally exam-
ined the land = ught to be eanuired by the United States
from James Webhd Ruasasell et ux,, im the Scuthwest quarter of
the Northwest quartey (8wikWi) of Section 26, Townehip 31
South, Range 6 Emst, U. S. Reclamation Service aurvey and
being aleo in the Yeleta Grant, County of El Peso, State
of Texes, for the Rio Grande projeot, and thet the said
propcsed Vendor was in aotuqi; 2o0le, gnd exclusive pos-
eession of the lsud, olaimiang to be the owner thereof, and
no person Olsiming s nght"in such land adverse to the Veamdorx
is in possession of any ypart of 1it.
8EQ. W HOADLEY

Pleld Assistant,



CERTIFICATR,

I BEREBY CERTIFY That the lané desoribed in the agzree-
mend deted July 29, 1920, with Jemes fiebb Russell et ux.
is required for purposes authoriszed by the Aat.cf June 17,
1902 (32 stat., 388), namely, es right of way foxr the
Middle Dreim, & part of the Rio Grande Preojeat; that the
oonsideration Yo be paid thereunder $220,49, ia ressoneble
and the lowest that could be obtalned; end I gecommend that

the oontrect be approved,

El Paso, Texss,

July 29, 1920, Projeot Yanagerx.
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7. In the case of land covered by & homestead or desert-land entry where an entire legal subdivision is
involved a relinquishment to the United States is sufficient, and a certificate should be obtained from the
register and receiver of the local land office showing that the entry was valid and subsisting at the time of
the relinquishment, and that it had been reqlinquxi];ﬁed and canceled on the records of the land office. This
certificate should accompany the voucher in lieu of the deed or relinquishment, which will be retained in
the local land office. Where less than a legal subdivision is to be acquired, which ean not be described in
the ordinary way (by quarters and halves), the method outlined under (b) and (e), par. 15, page 254, of the
Manual should be followed. |

8. In the publicJand States improvements by entrymen are %Jeljllera]ly regarded as personal property,
subject to taxation, and before paying for land to be acquired by relinquishment the certificate of the officer
having charge of the tax records in the county should be obtained showing the condition of the property in
respect to levy and payment of taxes for the years since the entry.

9. This form (7-281) may be used as far as it is applicable in making a report of negotiations not con-
cluded, all necessary additional information being given under heading No. 9, when for any reason it is advis-
able that the matter be further considered by the project manager %efore final agreement. In this case it
should be noted conspicuously on the first page and in the brief on back that it is & report of pending negotia-
tions.

10. An agreement of sale may be made with any person owning the land in his own right, or with a trustee
under a power in a deed, or with a person holding a power of attorney from the owner authorizing him to do
S0, or with an executor under & power in a will. A certified copy of the evidence of authority must accom-
pany the papers.

11. The husband and wife must join in the agreement except where the local laws or the conditions under
which the property is held do not require it. It is better, however, to obtain in every case the signatures of
both husband and wife. - The agreement must state whether the vendor is married or single, widow, or widower.

12. An administrator or an executor without & power to sell in the will has no authority to make a con-
tract for the sale or conveyance of land or of a right ofp way thereon. In case of the death of the owner without
& will the real estate descends to the heirs; if he dies leaving a will, the real estate goes to the devisees, subject
in both cases to the payment of debts of the decedent. e heirs or devisees must all join in the agreement.

13. Neither the guardian of a minor nor the guardian of an insane person has a right to contract to sell
or convey the real estate of his ward without special authority from the proper court.

14. Before negotiations for the purchase of any tract are begun, it is important to learn whether the land
has been offered for sale, and at what time and price; also what price the present owner (faid for the land.

15. Special*conditions and limitations may be added, when necessary, to the printed forms of contracts
in reference to possession of premises, growing of crops, etc., pending final conveyance, but these conditions
should be avoided as far as possible, and the time limit of the contract should be fixed with reference to these
matters. Ample time should be given in the contract for the preparation of an abstract of title and for con-
sideration of the same by the district counsel in charge of titles and the officials at Washington, D. C. In
this connection see also Manual, par. 14, page 254. ‘ o

o
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INSTRUCTIONS.

The proper procedure in making purchases of lands under the Reclemation Act; in pursuance of the
various rulings made by the Department of the Interior and the Department of Justice, is substantially as
stated below, though, in some cases, deviations may be necessary in certain details. These instructions do
not relate to withdrawn public lands to which thers is a claim by reason of & settlement or entry made prior
to withdrawal; in such cases the agreements for purchases of improvements should be entered into on ﬁ‘)orm
7-523. See Manual, 1917 edition, pages 260-263. |

1. As soon as possible after it has been ascertained that the property will be required, the project manager
should forward to the director, through the chief of construction, 519 f}é]lowing papers:

(@) Form 7-276 or 7-277, contract of sale, or memorandum of terms of proposed purchase, together with
two copies of the same, one for the returns office and the other for the director. When the land is donated,
use Form 7-277. '

(b) Affidavit of disinterestedness.

(¢) This Form (7-281), report on land agreement. :

(@) Certificate that the land is necessary for the purposes authorized by the Reclamation Act and that
the consideration agreed upon is reasonable, together with his recommendation that the agreement be approved.
"]7?h2i_s certificate should also contain other valuable information relative to the transaction not given in Form

—281.

() If the tract is described by metes and bounds, this report should be accompanied by a small sketch,
with the boundry lines platted, showing all courses and distances and all references to public-land corners.
(See Manual, Title, Lands, Acquisition of, pars. 15-16, pp. 354-355.) ;

2. When the agreement has been approved, the original will be returned to the project manager, who
will immediately notify the vendor thereof and call upon him, if pursuant to said agreement, to furnish an
abstract of title, which shall later be extended to include any instruments subsequently recorded in connec-
tion therewith, and also the record of the conveyance made 1n- pursuance of said agreement; also to procure
and have recorded, where proper for record, all assurances of title and affidavits which may be necessary and

roper to show clear, unincumbered title in him. This will fix the date from which time may be counted in
avor of the United States for extension of the option as provided in the agreement, in case it be found neces-
sary to do so. If the abstract contains a large number of entries, it should be indexed, and if the title to a
canal system in involved the abstract should be accompanied by maps showing said system and the lands
affected thereby. The abstract, certificates, maps, contract, possessory certificate, and form of deed which
it is proposed to execute, referred to in next paragraph, should be submitted to the local district counsel.
For form of possessoxi;y certificate see also par. 25 of the Title, Lands,- Acquisition of, in the Manual.

3. The-ordinary form of warranty deed, or its equivalent; in general use will be acceptable to the Depart-
ment, only one material change being required, viz, the insertion of the italicized words in the clause to the
following effect usually found in such deeds: ‘“For and in consideration of * * * dollars to him in hand
paid in pursuance of the provisions of the act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat., 388), and acts amendatory thereof or
supplementary thereto, by the said party of the second part,” etc. The grantee or second party must be the
United States, and the words ‘‘heirs, executors, administrators, successors,”’ etc., when referring to the second

arty, should be stricken out, and the sentence should read ‘‘the party of the second part and its assigns.”

ne copy of the proposed form of deed should be retained by the project manager, to be executed by the
vendor after the title has been found acceptable. A quitclaim deed will be acceptable in case title in 'iYee is
not vested in the vendor. _

4. When forwarding the title papers to the local district counsel the project manager should request
that, if apparently in satisfactory form and sufficient, they be forwarded to the district courisel in’ charge of
titles, wit}lj'l his opinion thereon, otherwise that they be returned, pointing out the defects and indicating how
they may be remedied. - mow = et o - o

5. The district counsel in charge of titles will render an opinion upon the title, and thereupon all the papers
will be returned to_the local district counsel for action in pursuance of the findings of the opinion. After the
title has been found satisfactory, the deed should be.executed and recorded and the abstract extended to cover
record of same, and also to cover payment of taxes, etc., found to be liens against the estate. Payment may
then be made: to the grantor, provided no further defects are revealed by the extension of the-abstract.. :The*
voucher covering payment should be accompanied by the contract, abstract of title, deed, and official copy of
opinion. In case the title is found to be imperfect, the papers will be returned for the necessary corrections,
and the abstract should then be brought up to date ang again submitted through the local district counsel
as above for reexamination.

6. In the case of a desert-land entry, when the approval has been given of the purchase of the possessory
rights of an entryman, the certificate of the recorder of land titles in the county where the land is situated
should be obtained, showing that he has searched the records of his office, and stating whether any instrument
of conveyance, assignment, or mortgage of the right obtained by the entry referred to there appears.

6—4803
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6. State how much of the land is under cultivation, to what kinds of crops, with area of each crop culti-
vated, and how much is not cultivated, but is capable of bel_ng brought under cultivation, as well as the general
character of such land; also the condition and kind of improvements, if any. Give a detaﬂed estimate of the

value of all important improvements of the land, such as buildings; also the amounts and values of the several
classes of land.

A1l withont erop st present. Was slightly nxprwe& 2 number of yearsa
8go. 4All eapsble of being bromght under cultivation.

Paynent to be made as follows:

1.33 aeres st $155 per aore :' £203.49
Small adobe building e 27200

7. If any portion of the land is irrigated, state what water rights go with the land and how much of the
cultivated a.nd how much of the uncultivated land is capable of irrigation.

A1l irri able; sll 1rri.gate&: Yater rights such g are unsusl in El
Paso alley under Bio Grands projeots

|

8. State the selling price of similar land in the vicinity.

2175 to $260 per acre.

. State fu]ly any other matters relatlve to the land or to the purchase"that may be of interest to the
Government especm]ly concerning possible i J.nJury or benefit to other portions of this tract.

Drain will be of genexrsl benofit to the sommunitys

Dated El1 Paso, Texas, Jaly 29 10186

(Signature).____..____. GBO_¥ BODEEY

(Title) oo Pialﬁ-_e..sﬁiﬂ@n&; ..................
In Charge of Negotiations.

Approved:
L X LAWSOHR

Project Manager. o—t503




B REPORT ON LAND AGREEMENT

L

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

INFORMATION relating to agreement made ths 29th ‘Gf. w 19 g0, with
James Vebb Rusgell and Ina Bussell, husband and wife,

for the purchase of land required for middle drain

purposes, Eio Grande Project, El Pasg

-~ R Tl ey~

County, femgp -

1. State description and approzimate area of land to be conveyed. 31.33 apyes fim SW:

of H‘.'-,'& 800s 26, Te 31 Suy Re 6 Ee, UeS.RuSe m@y' 0 9880 Gmty,
Texass , "

2. State nature, number, and date of entry by which it was acquired under public land laws, also date of
final certificate and patent, if such have been 1ssued.

Land is part of Yaleta Town Grant, =nd 18 not founded oam U. S. i,a-ﬁen{:i
m Ho United States public land $n Stgte of Texmas.

I

3. State names of the owners, post-office addresses, and county and State of residence. Give names of
wives and husbands; if unmarried, widow, or widower, so state.

-

Jemes Tebb Rnseell and Ina Rmssell, hunsband and wz_ﬂ, of Ysleta, Texse.

4. State who is in possession of the premises to be conveyed, or of any part thereof, and if a tenant, give
his name and post-office address. If the land is held under a lease, state the general terms of the lease, and
the date when the tenant is to give up possession, or if some arrangement has been made with the tenant
in case his interest in the land desired for acquisition will be affected. o :

Owners, us above stated; no lessees,

5. Also state whether land is subject to right of way by virtue of eontract with water users’ association

_ Subjeot to right of way by stock-zubeeription con~
tract with water users' essooistion; right of way not being ituveked.

or other agreement,




