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. Aet of June 17,

QUIT-CLAIM DEED, Slngle and Wife’s Sep. Ack. No. 77, For sale by Ellis Bros. Printing Co., El Paso

THE STATE OF TEXAS. l
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: THAT
COUNTY OF EL PASO. |

WE, Martin Tapie and Maris Tapie, husband snd wife,

of the County of El Paso, Stat?. ..... of Texas

sum of XL A M AT e~ «-0ne and BO/IOQ f@loOO)

, for and in consideration of the

to us

m/mkdpmdby The United Siates of Ameriea, pursusnt %o the
1502 (32 Stat.,388) end acts amendetory thereof and supple-
mem;.gg%%g‘-_ oa»-n-uarmoho-w»oa-p-@n B ol b e o

, the receipt whereof is hereby
aclknowledged, do by these presents Bargain, Sell, Release and Forever Quit-C laim, unto the said............._ .

The United States of Americs, and its

redremmeb assigns all QYT ight, title and interest in and unto that tract or parcel of land lying in the County

of. El Faso , and State of Texas , described as follows, to-wit:

A %reet of land spproximately two miles North of the town of
Ysleta, Bl Pggo County, Texés, If tHE Sovuthesvwt qusrter of the ﬁorthmes?m
-quarter-(SEX. NWE)-of -Section. Twentysthree. (23), Townshlp Thirty-one (31)
South, Range Six (b) East, United States Reclamation Serviece survey, smd
In the Yalats Grant, wnd wore particularly described-asfollowst
___________________________ Beginning et the northesst corper of the lsnd herein described,
which i3 a point on property line between land of GrantorSHerelr &rd Tom

“Powers;-from-which point-the-Horthwest-corner-of-gaid Seetion 23 baars
Forth 41°2%' Wegt, two thousand sSeven hundred twentyselght snd three
tenths (272C.%) feél; Theinc¢d South 33°107 #o8t, oo hummdred-forty«three
-and-five-tenths. (143.5). . Lfeet along Baid. yroperty iine to corner monument
on northerly right of wey llne of Horth Loop Couanty Reosd; thence Horth
"63‘32*“W§Ht7“threb“huu&raé“twaman&“eightw%sn$h5w{302v84mieatmalongmsaidmm
right of way line of county road to corner monument on property line
between land of Grartom herein and K. Teplaj] tThencée NoFth II°45 T Bagt,
-one--bandred-forty-one--and-four--tenths (I41.4) Ffect along said proverty.
line; thenee South 63°51' Ragt, three hundred six and eight tenths (306.8)

feet to polnt o1 beZinnifng; suid tract of land-contsining-ninety-nine
-hundredths. (0.99.) sere, more or less.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD ail._ 98T

right, title, interest, estate and claim in and to the said premises,
together with all and singular, the rights, privileges and appurtenances to the same in any manner belonging,
unto the said The United States of Amerios, and its

hOARN=OM assigns forever.
WITNESS..O%%  ja4qd® this the...£9Th 44 y of L June 19.

his
; Martin X . Tapis
Witnesses at Request of Grantor: BETk

pheiers ey

; mria Tapis
Miss Consuelo Tapia liaria Tap

F.M.Tooke
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HUARULES......

ELLIS BROS. PRINTING CO., EL PASO

QUIT-CLAIM DEED
SINGLE AND WIFE'S SEPARATE
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
TO

Filed for record, this.

day of

o’clock and......

COUNTY OF EL PASO. _
Before me Geo,.W.Hoadley, Notary Fublic

THE STATE OF TEXAS. }

m and for
El Paso County, Texas, on this day personally appeared
Martin Tepia

Given under my hand and seal of office, this. 19th day of June A D. 19__:_]_'2
(SEAL) Geo.W.Hoadley
MY com;ex.June 1,1921. Notary Public

THE STATE OF TEXAS, }

COUNTY OF EL PASO.
Before me, Geoe.W.Hoadl ey, Notary Public

wn and for
El Paso County, Texas on this day personally appeared. Maria Tepis wife of
Martin Tapise '

, known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed

to the foregoing instrument, and having been examined lz_y me privily and apart from her husband, and having
, . Maris Tapia
the same fully explained to her, she, the said

acknowledged such instru-
ment to be her act and deed, and declared that she had willingly signed the same for the purposes and consid-
eration therein expressed, and that she did not wish to reract it.

Given under my hand and seal of office, this 19%h day of June 4. D. 19].1.9..”
(SEAL; Geo,.W.Hoadley

My com.ex,dJune 1,1921, Yotary Public
THE STATE OF TEXAS, }

COUNTY OF EL PASO.

I Clerk of the County

Court of said County, do hereby certify that the above instrument of writing, dated on the
day of , A D. 19 .. with its certificate of authentication, was filed for record in my
office this day of , 4. D. 19....., at .. o'clock ... M.
and duly recorded the day of ey A. D. IQ....., aF o’clock ... M.

in the records of said County, in Volume...ac) Z=3.......on Pages 2060

Witness my hand and the seal of the County Court of said County, at office El Paso, Texas, the day and
year last above written.

Clerk County Court, El Paso County, Texas.
By » Deputy.
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T e, gy DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

______ SR a0, ZERS8 . l05 . B 19

Project Manager to the Director and Chief Engineer (thhaaghwtbihratnal
oometruseeen ).
, gudtolein deed for meer‘f;miaﬁ end filing
Subject: Forwarding SORGIBOGSnEOP-APPROVRY .
aeed — \
Apreememy dated  vwis 30, 1Llie 240 LTende Project

Executed UmebehemfnsfeBwebe by  hexbdn .upies sné laria Veple, hie wife
weere D0 Luailed stetew of worice

. . Q Authority No. .
Estimated amount involved, $.. @ or clearing acct. &=95_

£CCompented=-by=bond~ané=two-copie.

(Strike ot il no hond transmitled.)

Purpose:

(See instructions on back.)

s

donution of right of way Twr Yepo Yalley Mean vesin

Inclosures listed on reverse. (See Par. 5.)

Advise Chief of Construction, Denver, Colo., and Project wger
at | 4l cese, Lanss o Dlobricy Jowmael
ek, CBBID  LRHIRe
at 4 of the approval of the above
el
i"'ii:fi.ﬁ‘“ 1 daor Yial w i O3 YD
Gorls oo %o titlﬁ, : e
Project Manager.
1 biueprint, d g

Denver, Colo., , 19
It is recommended that the above-described contract be approved.

Inclosures:

Clief of Construction.

Washington, D, C., 4+ «3 1919
BOUe LU “W

Contract (and bond, if any ) was ZpprrTRETYTT MOPH'S CIEN,

4 ’.‘5" A . ) T}'T <CLGT,
on8FP £ 1 1919
NN RS el S R
ol 1l iy L@g
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g1 Paso, Texaus,
June 13, 1919.

Hr. Martin Tapis,
Ysleta, Texss.
Dear Sir:

Hecently you signed en agreement to sell 0.99 acre
of land to the United States for the Mess Drain, In view
of the fact that we can mske more prompt settlement by ssk-
ing you to donste this land and pay you for the improvements
thereon, we are submitting herewith = guitelaim deed running
to the United States and also & contrect cerrying = money
payment to be made to you of $175,00, If you will plesse
sign the donation deed, also having your wife sign it, and
8ign the contract and return both of these rapers to the
Reclamation Service, El Paso, we will be zlad to mske
prompt settlement. It will not be necessary for you
to go before & notary public to 8ign eny of these pspers, .
a8 the notary in this office is femilsr with your signeture
and can tske your scknowledgment without having vou aspear
before him again, :

If we proceed with the trsnsaction upon the agree-
ment to sell, which you have slresdy Signed, we would very
likely have to enter into & long and difficult examination
of your dand title, whick would brobably consume a great
deal of time, possibly involving considerations it would be
next to impossible to fnlfill in a practical way, with the
result that there would be grest delsy in gecuring to you
payment o0f the money due you, if -such payment could ever be
made in full,

Youry very truly,
Ce Fo Harveoy

Ene 2. Agst., District Counsel.




DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF
DISTRICT COUNSEL E1l Paso, Texas,
June 13, 1919.

Mr. Martin Tapis,
Ysleta, Texas.
Dear Sir:

Recently you signed an asgreement to sell 0.99 acre
of land to the United Stetes for the Mesa Drain. In view
of the fact that we can make more prompt settlement by ask-
ing you to donete this land and pay you for the improvements
thereon, we are submitting herewith a quitclaim deed running
to the United States and also a contrsct cerrying a money
payment to be made to you of $175.00. If you will pleasse
sign the donation deed, also having your wife sign it, and
sign the contract and return both of these papers to the
Reclemation Service, E1l Paso, We will be glad to make
pronpt settlement. It will not be necessary for you
to go before a notary publiec to sign any of these papers,
as the notary in this office is familar with your signature
and can teke your acknowledgment without having you appear
before him again.

If we proceed with the tramsactlion upon the agree-
ment to sell, which you have already signed, we would very
likely have to enter into & long and difficult examingtion
of your dand title, which would probably consume & great
desl of time, possibly involving considerations it would be
next to impossible to fulfill in a practical way, with the
result thet there would be great delay in securing to you
peyment of the money due you, if such payment could sver be
made in full.

Vours verv trnlv.




E1l Paso, Texss,

June 30 » 1919 ®

County Clerk,

El Paso, Texas.
Dear Sir:

Trensmitted herewith for effieial record is quit-
claim deed deted June 19,1919, running from Martin Tspia and
wife to the United States of Americs. '

Yours very trulyy

GFHaivéyA
Enc 1, Asat, Dist. Counsel,

esa Drsain



CERDI NI CA TS

I HEREBY CLRTIFY With reference to the following
deseribed land:

A traet of lapd in the SEL MW: Sec. 2%, T, 31 S.,
R. 6 B, U.S.R.S.Survey, County of ©1 Paso, State of Texss,
more particularly described in quitelaim deed dated June
19, 1919, running from Martin Tenis and wife to the United
States of America:

Phet the tax records of eeid county indicate lartin
Tapia, the reputed owrer, to be the aetusl oviier; that there
are no uneatisfied mortgases or other liens existing sgairist
sgid lond; and that the 1smd is not occuvied adveraely to

the reouted ommer.

UFHarvey

51 Paso, Texsas,
Olerk,
June 30, 1919.
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¥ e, gy - DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

%1 Pase, Texns, QEP5 - 1919 e

Project Manager to the Director and Chief Engineer (through Chief of
Construction).

Subject: Forwarding contract for approval.
Agreement dated June 1y, 141G, Rio Grande Project

Executed on behalf of U. S. by Lt eLewvBon, Projecti Honsgew

With Martin Tepiz and Maris Papis, hie w.’a-.feA . .
Estimated amount involved, $. 175.00. uthority No.

or clearing acct. G=H_______
4ccqupanied hyhand and stwe.copiles.

(Strike out if no bond transmitted.)

Purpose:

(See instructions on back.)

Purchase oi imnrovements on donation deet Lor %1 Pasgo Valley
Jewn LUredn

Inclosures listed on reverse. (See Par. 5.)

Advise Chief of Construction, Denver, Colo., and Project Manager

at El Pago, Yexas and Hetrlcl Jounzel /
at 31 Trao, Veifule of the approval of the above
Enela:
Crire & 3 copies contract, ol e SEENEON

cexrt. of recommentistion,

) Project Manager.
%10 blueprinte,

Denver, Colo.,Sapbember Y1919

It is recommended that the above-described contract be approved.

B S noAwe
Inclosures: W AgE e
ig. & 3 copies form lobtex
L | T contraod RO——
¥ Cort. of negospity ABENG  Chief of Consiruction.

3 Blus Print.

Washington, D. C.,

Contract (and bond, if any, ) was approved by I RV PN
L B bou e

¥ N TR R . . , .
on wws & Il Directar and Chicf Engineer, USR-S

o i g rN Yo
o i'18 oean




States, its agents, officers and employees shall st all times
have the right to go upon said described land for the purpose

of surveying, constructing, repairing, operating, mainteining
sald E1 Paso Valley Mesa Drain and other operations of the
Reclamation Service incident thereto, and eny cause of sction
arising from demege to crops or other improvements thereon be-
longing to the contractor that mey result in conseguence of such
entry is hereby weaived by the contractor as hereinsbove provided.

Article 2, The contractor expressly warrants that
hayg employed no third person to solicit or obtain this
coniract in gheixbehalf, or to cause or procure the same to be
obteined upon compensation in any way contingent, in whole or
in part, upon such bprocurement, and thst they ha venot paid,
or promised or ggreed to pay %o any third person, in congiders-
tion of such procurement, or in compensation for services in
connection therewith, any bwokerage, commigsion, or percentege
upon the smount receivsble by them hereunder; and that they ha ve
not, in estimating the contract price demanded by them, Included
any sum by reason of any such brokerage, commission, or percente
. 88e; and that all moneys paysble to them hereunder are free from
obligation to any other person for services rendered, or sup-
posed to have been remdered, in the procurement of this contract.
E%%% Turther agree_ thet any breach of this warranty shall con-
s ute adequate cause for the annulment of this contrsct by
the United States and that the United States may retain to its
own use from any sums due or to become due thereunder en amount
equal to any brokerage, commission or percentege so paid or
agreed to be psid, Provided, however, it is understood that
this -covenant does not apply to the selling of goods thru a
bona fide commerecisl representative employed by the eontractor
in the regular course of theirbusiness in dealing with customers
other than the Goverument ena whose compensation is psid, in
whole or in part, by commissions onm sales made, nor to the sell-
ing of goods thru estsblished commercial or selling agents or
agencies regularly engaged in selling auch goods.

ARTICLE o WikeretireOTRTATIONS o1 TS CONTTAS ERTERT O TR
it is understood that the contract is made contingent upon Congress making the necessary g
priation for expenditures thereunder after such current year has expired. In case such-a
tion as may be necessary to carry out this contract is not made, the contractor b Teby releases the
United States from all liability due to the failure of Congress to make such-#ppropriation.
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POSSESSORY CERTIFICATE

Rio Grande project,
Bl Paso, Texas, June 50,1919,

I, Geo. . Hoadley, Field Assistant, United States
Reclamation Service, certify that I have Dersonally exemined
the land whereon are improvements sought to be acquired by
the United States from Martin Tapia snd wife in the SEF WL,

Sec. 23, T. 31 8., R. 6 E., U.S.R.S.Survey, containing 0.99

acre, more or less, County of E1 Paso, State of Texas, for the
Rio Grande project, and that the saia Proposed vendors were in
actual, sole, and exclugive possession of the land involved,
claiming to be the owner thereof sng of the improvements thereon,

&nd no person claiming s right in such land adverse to the

vendors is in possession of any part of it,.

Ceo W Al
FPield Assistant,. ﬁ
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QiHL %a\ 2o0NTY % /%4,0
Halling address of sagh party %MZZ, / Q/Kq
P 7
o | , Q‘léM
‘ersonel ststus of esch (married ,mingle,widow or widower):
1

Wst of improvemente (mtate, us by itemized b1ll, hovw total gouriderae

tion was flxad }:
chfzﬁizu-hhh
/

intarest held by esch party Joined in sontraoct, other than pwner, or
wife of owmer, ue “Joint ownerahip”, "lesses”, or "lienor", and if
lienoy, atate @uoch frats as may be gathersd from cwner ss to date,
amovat, and quality of esousrbrance:

Yo Lo,

‘urvey number of trnet (i€ not embodied irn lend description):

« I no survey uumber im svellsbla stote item
in %8z reqoyds: Item (under whous nrme n9sessed -and line number in
aggegsnent book):

1L QTeRg | LEC pgned et :

other availsble information: .

H5e¢ Grantor will order title guaraniy,

Virentor agrees thet Service may order title gusranty o=

Bmrefers =" Rt e
Grontor will order Abstract of titis, :
Srantor egrees that Lervice mey order sbstruat of title and make dow

duction therefor.

Grantor states thet tazes are paid $o daoite.
Grantor will pay taxes now unpaid,
Grsntor wishes Service to pay tuxes and make dedustion therefor, =nd

%will furnish this office with bill of unpeid texes st vnoe.

Grantor states that land is now encumbered (us per item Jo. 3) and wild
at onoes take ateps to remove the encumbrence.

Creator etstes thet lani is now canoumbersd (e per Ltem 4o. %) end wishea
sarvice to pay off enoumbreno¢ awd make proper deduction therefor.

{In ence thiz im to be done grantor will have to consult versgonally

with the lisnor)e

be CosV of struotures to be bullt by Harvige.



Form 7-281.
Approved by the Secretary ol the Interior,
January 15, 1910.

Revised 1215, REPORT ON LAND AGREEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

INFORMATION relating to agreement made 72—- &/ // ? 191 , with
=2y S 7% a
for the purchase of land required for T2 e s /Q{a‘__«_:‘_‘_ % P a2
purposes, Project,
County,

i. State description and approximate area of land to be conveyed.

2. State nature, number, and date of entry by which it was acquired under pubhc land laws, also date of
final certificate and patent, if such have been issued.

W%M

3. State names of the owners, post-office addresses, and county and State of residence. Give names of
wives and husbands; if unmarried, widow, or widower, so state.

4. State who is in possession of the premises to be conveyed, or of any part thereof, and if a tenant, give
his name and post-office address. If the land is held under a lease, state the general terms of the lease, and
the date when the tenant is to give up possession.

5. Also state whether land is subject to right of way by virtue of contract with water users’ association or
other agreement. 64503

Qoo



2

6. State how much of the land is under cultivation, to what kinds of crops, with area of each crop culti-
vated, and how much is not cultivated, but is capable of being brought under cultivation, as well as the general
character of such land; also the condition and kind of improvements, if any. Give a detailed estimate of the
value of all important improvements of the land, such as buildings; also the amounts and values of the several

classes of land.
CoclZivalacl %’f*\

7. If any portion of the land is irrigated, state what water rights go with the land and how much of the
cultivated and how much of the uncultivated land is capable of irrigation.

}""%a&/wm W

8. State the selling price of similar land in the vicinity.

Lov= & =zg0 7

9. State fully any other matters relative to the land or to the purchase that may be of interest to the
Government, especially concerning possible injury or benefit to other portions of this tract.

The above is a correct statement of the information procured.

191
i (Signature) /g‘e‘o : W VA

(Title)

Dated

In Charge of Negotiations.
Approved:

Project Manager. 503




3
INSTRUCTIONS.

The proper procedure in making purchases of lands under the Reclamation Act, in pursuance of the
various rulings made by the Department of the Interior and the Department, of Justice, is substantially as
stated below, though, in some cases, deviations may be necessary in certain details. These instructions do
not relate to withdrawn public lands to which there is a claim by reason of a settlement or entry made sz-ior
to withdrawal; in such cases the agreements for purchases of improvements should be entered into on Form
7-523. See Manual, 1913 edition, pages 233—237.

1. Assoon as possible after it has been ascertained that the property will he required, the Project Manager
should forward to the Director of the Reclamation Service the following papers:

(@) Form 7-276 or 7-277, contract of sale, or memorandum of terms ofp proposed purchase, together with
two copies of the same, one for the Returns Office and the other for the Director. When the land is donated,
use Form 7-277.

(b) Affidavit of disinterestedness.

(¢) This Form (7-281), report on land agreement.

(d) Certificate that the land is necessary for the purposes authorized by the Reclamation Act and that
the consideration agreed upon is reasonable, together with his recommendstion that the agreement be approved.
This certificate should also contain other valuable information relative to the transaction not given in Form
7-281.

(¢) If the tract is described by metes and bounds, this report should be accompanied by a small sketch,
with the boundry lines platted, showing all courses and distances and all references to public-land corners.
(See Manual, Title, Lands, Acquisition o_% pars. 11 and 23, pp. 227 and 231.)

2. When the agreement has been approved, the original will be returned to the Project Manager, who
will immediately notify the vendor thereof and call upon him, if pursuant to said agreement, to furnish an
abstract of title, which shall later be extended to include any instruments subsequently recorded in connection
therewith and .also the record of the-.cpn;:ﬁyance made in pursuance of said -agreement, .also to procure and
have recorded, where proper for record, all assurances of title and sfidavits which mey be necessary and

roper to show clear, unincumbered title in him. This will fix the date from which time may be counted in
avor of the United States for extension of the option as provided in the agreement, in case it be found necess
to do so. If the abstract contains a large number of entries it shouldaﬁ; indexed, and if the title to a canal
system is involved the abstract should be accompanied by maps showing said system and the lands affected
ereby. The abstract, certificates, maps, contract, ossessory certificate, and form of deed which it is proposed
to execute, referred to in next paragraph, should be submitted to the local district counsel. For form of
possessorg certificate see also par. 20, of the Title, Lands, Acquisition of, in the Manual.

3. The ordinary form of warranty deed, or its equivaflent, in generai use will be acceptable to the Depart-
ment, only one materidl change be_ain.%1 required, viz, the insertion of the italicized words in the clause to the
{ollowing effect usnally found in such deeds: ‘“‘For and in consideration of * * * dollars to him in hand
paid in pursuance of the provisions of the act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat., 388), by the said party of the second
paxrt,” etc. The grantee or second fpa:rty must be the United States, and the words ‘“heirs, executors, admin-
Istrators, successors,” etc., when referring to the second party, should be stricken out, and the sentence should
read ‘““the party of the second part and its assigns.” One copy of the Ero%osed form of deed should be retained
by the Project Manager, to be executed by the vendor after the title has been found acceptable. A quitclaim
deed will be acceptable in case title in fee is not vested in the vendor. )

4, When forwarding the title (fapers to the local district counsel the engineer should request that, if
apparently in satisfactory form and sufficient, they be forwarded to the district counsel in charge of titles,
with his opinion thereon, otherwise that they be returned, pointing out the defects and indicating how they
may be remedied.

5. The district counsel in charge of titles will render an opinion upon the title, and thereupon all the papers
will be returned to the local district counsel for action in pursuance of the findings of the opinion. After the
title has been found satisfactory, the deed should be executed and recorded and the abstract extended to cover
record of same, and also to cover payment of taxes, etc., found to be liens against the estate. Payment may
then be made to the grantor, provided no further defects are revealed by the extension of the sbstract. The
voucher covering payment should be accompanied by the contract, abstract of title, deed, and official copy of
opinion. In case the title is found to beimperfect, the gapers will be returned for the necessary corrections
and the abstract should then be brought up to date and again submitted through the local district counsel
as above for reexamination.

6. In the case of a desert-land entry, when the approval has been given of the purchase of the possessory
rights of an entryman, the.certificate of the recorder of land titles in the county where the land 1s situated
should be obtained, showing that he has searched the records of his office, and stating whether any instrument
-of conveyance, assignment, or mortgage of the right obtained by the entry referred to there appears. =~

7. In the case of land covered by a homestead or desert-land entry where an entire le%)al subdivision is
involved a relinquishment to the United States is sufficient, and a certificate should be obtained from the

register and receiver of the local land office showing that the entry was valid and subsisting at the time of
the relinquishment, and that it had been relinquished and canceled on the records of the land office. This
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certificate should accompany the voucher in lieu of the deed or relinquishment, which will be retained in
t]ﬁe 103?.31 land ofﬁzzg. ere less{.i tﬁﬁl a)le al subﬁivdisionlis 1&0 beda gi'redawbjch can no}ti be described inf
the ordi Wa, uarters an: ves), tne method outlined under (b) and (¢), paragraph 38, page 236 o
the Manuﬂ;l‘yshouﬁd b};: (}ollowed. TN pue

8. In the public-land States improvements by entrymen sare generally regarded es personal property,
subject to taxation, and before paying for land to be acquired by rﬁjnquishment the certificate of the officer
having charge of the tax records in the county should be obtained showing the condition of the property in
respect to levy and payment of taxes for the years since the entry.

9. This Form (7-281) may be used as far as it is applicable in making a report of negotiations not con-
cluded, all necessary additional information being given under heading No. 9, when for any reason it is advis-
able that the matter be further considered by the Project Manager before final agreement. In this case it
should be noted conspicuously on the first page and in the brief on back that it is a report of pending negotia-
tions.

10. An agreement of sale may be made with any person owning the land in his own right, or with a trustee
under a power in a deed, or with & person holding a power of attorney from the owner authorizing him to do
S0, or with an executor under a power in & will. A certified copy of the evidence of authority must accom-
pany the papers. '

11. The husbend and wife must join in the agreement except where the local laws or the conditions under
which the property is held do not require it. It is better, however, to obtain in every case the signatures of -
both husband and wife. The agreement must state whether the vendor is married or single, widow or widower.

12. An administrator or an executor without a power to sell in the will has no authority to make a contract
for the sale or conveyance of land or of a right of way thereon. In case of the death of the owner without a
will, the real estate descends to the heirs; if he dies leaving a will, the real estate goes to the devisees, subject in
both cases to the payment of debts of the decedent. The heirs or devisees must all join in the agreement.

13. Neither the guardian of a minor nor the dian of an insane person has a right to contract to sell or
convey the real estate of his ward without special authority from the proper court.

14. Before negotiations for the purchase of any tract are begun, it is important to learn whether the land
has been offered for sale, and at what time and price; also what price the present owner paid for the land.

15. Special conditions and limitations may be added, when necessary, to the printed forms of contracts in
reference to possession of premises, growing of crops, ete., pending final conveyance, but these conditions
should be avoided as far as possible, and the time limit of the contract should be fixed with reference to these
matters. Ample time should be given in the contract for the preparation of an abstract of title and for
consideration of the same by the officials at Washington, D. C. In this connection, see also Manual, par. 12,

ge 227,
=k 16. For a general discussion of this subject see pages 96 to 100 of Water-Supply Paper No. 93.
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