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:riea@gmud assigns, aﬁamvt every person whonisoever lawfully claiming or to claim the

e &"*"ﬁi""%bg‘% inghe

WARRANTY DEBED, Single amd Wife’s Separate Acknowledgmeni No. 384

THE STATE OF TEXAS,
COUNTY OF EL PASO. %

i;-J,fsa Lenjer, 8 single men,

of the County of Ll Paso, State of Texas, in consideration of the sum of

IFor Saie by Bl BlOb Ptz. Co., 11 I'aso

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

- = ~ = Two hundred fifty-nihe and 50/100 ($250.50) ~ = = = ~ = = DOLLARS,

to me  in hand paid by The United States of Americs, pursuant to the Act
of Comgress of Jume 17, 1902 (32 Stats., 383)

the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged

ha g Granted, Sold and Conveyed, and by these presents do Grant, Scll and Convey unto the said

The United States of fmeriea,

af e Louuiy b . o of , all that certain

tract or parcel of land lying in the County of El Paso and State of Tevas and more particularly described

followus, to-wit: A tract of land in the southesst guarier of the southeast
guerter, section fifteen (15), southwest guarter of the southwesi guarter
of section fourteen (1l4) and the northwest quarter of smection twentyuthree

-(23),. township hir ty-three (33) south, range seven (7) east, United States

Reclamatien Serviee Survey and Surveya Nos., 70,71 and 75,8an Blizario Gran
end bounded and described as follows: Beginning at the pﬂiﬁt of inter-
‘secetion of the esst boundary of the right of way of the Island Feelsr with
“the boundery between swsveys los.. 57 and 71, Ssn Rlizario Grant,, being the
property line between land of grantoer herein and Dyer snd Kayser,, from
‘which point the northwest corner of said survey Ho., 71 bears north 66°15¢
Wwest 125.3 feet and the southesst corner of seld seciion 15 besrs south
28° esst 1094.4 feet; thence along the boundary between seid surveys Nose.

as

t H

57 and Zl eonth 66°15" east, 720.0 feet; thence to the right slong the arc

‘of a 23 58 feet radius curve, & distance of 226.3 feet hased on 100 foot
‘chords; thence south 11°01" e&st»637.£ feet;: thence %o the left along the
‘are of & AQL.67 feet radius curve, & distence of 242,5 feet bemed on 100
-foot chordsj thence south 39“20' east,, 1957.1 feet to & point on the boumd
‘between surveys Nos. 70 and 70 Sen Elizaric Grant, being the property line
‘betweer land of grantor herein and Eugene Foxj thsnea with said line seuth
23°49' west, 33.5

: ‘ 32
af ‘{“, A FES % -:o 'f.?;:?:q nt.. ,b.' TR »;;ictt_.:tr; _e%ﬁréls m%hPQgé gﬂ ‘tge eggor
70.% ee % beginr niﬁs tract of lanﬁ eontaini
Gr@é  hoTe 02 1983' gﬁ HA?E Aﬁb 0 H the ahave éeaeriheﬁ Bremises,

i%;theﬁgnirsﬁAUM:' ns forever;

énd, all ana singular the sald premises untoc the Said ‘BnlELl

] ~~I?. . Ay ’; : 18 3
execu ors and asu?ﬁis ra%o% tﬂnv rr&%%a%n

&y

feet to 8 point on the center Iine for I. Fe.. 57 and from

‘which point "3he northwest eorner of said seegian 23 bears ngt °9§' west
£ ™ e e 783

§887: tthenge ?0 tg % g‘ g§n§’ ] areea gﬁi gz % %%%ins (3754
alg ee o % oel ch 83 © g h 11 % (
feet: then ge ? : a_daid of
of 160, %ge thanca ner §§ wea% g 4.2 fea 3 eﬁce 6o tne 1e aleng
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sawge, or any part thereof.

WITNESS my hand at Bl Paso,Texas this ﬁ\ day of

December, A. D. 101 8 :

Witnesses at Request of Grantor g de £e Isnier,

Benag - Nty



THE STATE OF TEXAS,
COUNTY OF EL PASO. }

BEFORE ME, ...880...Y..Hoadley, Notary. . ...
Public , in and for El Paso, County, Texas, on this day personally appeared

e Lanjer.,.

known to me to be the person...... whose name....§8.....subscribed to the foregoing mstrument and acknotwledged

to me that uJie_- executed the same for the purposes and consideration therein ex pressed

Grven under my hand and sed] of office this ( ay Y- Daaembex ................ WA D 191.8
"My cemi&eian expirea June 1,1910. , .
PPN B B35} AT ?ﬁ’? - '
” »_}(SE&B} o e GIEQ.. W.HO, ‘

: ”THE STATE‘ OF TEXAS, }

,»;.'_-, . mtary Publioe.in &. for. ElPasg. Cﬁm"by :
T W i < [ . %xas‘

COUNTY OF EL PASO.

BEFORE ME,..: , R
; _ f _— in and for El Pdso, G ount’y, Texa’s, on this day persondlly "appeared

v

wife of

o ¢

. known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed. to the foregoing instrument, and having been exaMined

THE STATE OF TEXAS, } | o o |

'.by me pnmly and apart from her husband, and having the same by me fully explamed to her, she, the said ...

L . . 4

acknowledged such- mstrument to be her act and deed,

vand declared that she had willingly signed. the same for the purposes and consideration therem expres:ed and

'

that ‘she did’ not 'zmsh to retract it.

Given under my hand and seal of office, this day of ' A.D. 191 __

W D Greet

COUNTY OF EL PASO. Clerk: of. the County Court

of said County do hereby certify that the above instrument of writing, dated on the 17

day of December , A. D. 191_8_ with its certificate of authentication, was filed for record in m;y

office this .21 .. day of ... December . A D. 191.8. at..9 200.......0°clockA+_M. and duly recorded
; eed

the. &9 day of Decr A. D. 191__8_ _____ at 2,42 ............. 0 clock ....... )P M. in th?records of

said County, in Volume 527(1%) on pages. 269

Witness my hand and the seal of the County Court of said County, at office in El Paso, Texas, the day .

and year last above written.

W_.D GREET

Clerk, County Court.
. P

o]
le.

, Deputy.

I9I....
Deputy.

oclock.

‘Single and Wife’s Separate Acknowledgment
iClerk, County Court, El Paso County, Tex.
ELLIS BROS. PRINTING CO.. EL PASO

WARRANTY DEED

:';Filed for record
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El Paso, Texas, January 31, 1919.

‘Stemart Title Guaranty company.
El Paso, Texas.
: Gentlemen~ |
With reference to our’lgtter of Déaember 16 &3&1ng "4
title gusranty for the J. S. Lanier purch&aﬁ:.x &a-gotv,
find that this has been issued. The deed running from
Mr. Lanier to the Unité&‘states has been recorded. Xind-

1y advise when we may be in receipt of title guaranty;

Thanking yon
Very truly yours,
€ P HARVEY |
Assistant District Counsel.
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County Clerk, P
El Paso Couwnty, g RRe
- El Poso, Texas. f Fes ,
Doar SBir: |
Tranaaittaa h@rowith for offieinl record is
waxﬂanqy deed, ﬂ&&@& December 17, 1918, running from J. 3.

Lanier tc the United States ol America.

 Yours very truly,

C.FHARYEY

LR

Ena 1. | Aggigtant District cmunﬁeI,

/¢/ 0/g/uvﬁ'v /%/;_,//ﬁ//
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This is t9 certify that upon

This is to certify that all taxes aue and pamble )
upon land gwned by J. Se Lanier in Snrveys Bos. ?0

' ,71 and 75, San Elizario Grant El  Paso County, Texas,

were paid cnwDecember 17,-1918.

C P HARVEY
Clerk.

~ E1 Paso, Texas,

December 17, 1918.
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El Psso, Texas,
Dec. 16, 1918,

Stewart Title Guaranty Co.,
Two Republics Building,
E1l Paso, Texas.
Gentlemen:

Enclosed is blueprint showing right of way for
5«19 acres across land owned by J. S. Lanier, in swrveys
Ho*s. 70, 71 and 75 in San Elizario\Grant.

Ve are today calling upon Nr. Ianier for execution
of warranty deed for this right of wéy, which carries a |
consideration of $259.50 and will et once put this deed on

" record. ' o

Kindly furnish t1tle gusranty for this transfer,

’

Yours very truly,

C.FHARVEY
Ene 1

 Assistant District Counsel.
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5l Paso, Yexes,
Dece 14, 1Glc.

¥Mroe S. Jeo Lanler,
¢/o 0. H. Baum,
Two Republics Bldg.,
Bl Paso, TexaSe
Dear Sir:
Undar date of Hovember 29th we addressed a lstier
to you asking authority to secure title guarcnty for a
land purchase of 5.19 acres for Island Feeder Canul.
As yetl we have had no suswer, but trust you will
not over-look this matter, ws we are desirous of closing

it as soon as possible.

Yours very truly,

f

Asgigtant ﬁistrict Counsels




El Paso, Texas, November 29, 1918.

Mr. J. S. Lanier, |
care O. H. Baum, Two Republice Building,
El Paso, Texaf. .

Dear Sir:

With reference to yonr request that this office accept

title to the last purchase from you, of 5.19 acres, as
based on title guarenty which you supplied with the former
purchase of 21.45 acres, we find upon examination of the
plats that these two rights of way both cross only Survey
No. 71, the last purchase also running into Surveys Nos.
70 and 75. Under these conditions we will have to ask
for another title guaranty covering the last purchase in-
dependently of the former one.

This letter is written 4in order that you may be ad-
vised in the premises before we order title gugianty. we
await your further advice before so doing, and have no
doubt that you will see the necessity of this course.

Very truly yours,
C P HARVEY

Assistant District Counsel.

Sy
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E1 Paso, Texas, November 29, 1918.

County Clerk for El Paso County,
El Paso, Texas.
Dear Sir:

Transmitted herewith for official record is contract
dated October 10, 1918, between J.. S. Lanier and the United
States.

Very truly yours,
C P HARVEY ‘
Assistant District Counsel.

’

.incl.




DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 4
KoY 2!

(2]
5
<o

From Chief Counsel
To Distriect Counsel, E1 Pasc, Texas.

Subject: Land purchased from J. 3. Lanier - contraé@ dated Oct.
EO, 1918, Rio Grande project, New Mexico.

1. I have considered Mr. Harvey's letter upcn the sbove
subject dated QOctober 24, 1918. Apparently the United States
has bought a tract of land which was & part of a larger body
covered by a certificate of title; and now it is proposed to
buy ancther portion of that larger tract. ur. Harvey seems to
recommend that we accept this second tract under the certificate
covering the larger tract. I infer that he refers to certifi-
cates issued by the Stewart Guaranty and Title Company. If
this inference is correct, the existence ¢f this certificate in
faver of the United States does not indicate that there are
no defects in the title to the land, pert of which the United
States is purchasing. The certificate merely protects the
United States to a certain amount against possible defects.
Therefore, if we should buy another portion of this land without
another certificate, there would be nothing to protect the
United States against any possible defects. Unless it appears
there are no defects in the title, that the taxes are paid and
that there is not and has not been adverse possession within
the statutory period, and that the tract now tc be purchased
is & part of & larger tract covered by the title company's
certificate of an earlier date, such & certificate in this
case would be acceptable. However, my attention is directed to
the fact that nearly all of the vouchers that have come to this
office attached to the Stewart Guaranty & Title Company's cer-
tificate have not been accompanied with sufficient showing
to enable this office to pass the voucher toc the Auditor. I
hope, therefore, that some plan may be devised whereby this extrs
work may be avcided, otherwise it may become necessary to with-
draw the suthorization to use the Stewart Guaranty & Title Com-

pany's ‘eertificates.

Cy to C. of C.




E1 Paso, Texzas, October 24, 1918.

From Assistant District Counmsel
To’Chief&Gounselg Washington.

Subject: | Land purchase from J. S. Lanier under contraet
' | dated October 10, 1918. Rio Grande Project.

1.  Prensmitted herewith is contract dated October
10, 1918, with the abovs named party, for right of way.
purchase for the Island Feeder canal. Another contract
with the seme party and dated August 3, 1918, was re-
cently approved and waes consummsted with a title guar-
anty. The two contraets relate %o the same holding
or ranch, fitle to the entire acreage of which comes
to Lanier through the some channels, slthough the two
purchases by the Govermment are, of course, different
parcels of Japnd. Kindly advise if it will be necessary
to secure an additional title guaranty for the present
contract, or whether psyment cen be made with reference
- %o the title guaranty sent in with the papers relating
to the contrect of August 3, 1918. A proper showing
by means of certificate by an offieisl of the Service
can be made, briefly describing the Lenier holding and
showing that the present purchase relates to the same
‘title as that covered in the title guaranty already
issued. : X1y ; ,

¢ P HARVEY

incls, ag nofied on farm
letter of transmittal,




(¥Yage 1 continued)

west 65442 faeet; Thence to tue left along the are of a
176,68 fest radius curve, a distance of 37.4 feet based
on 100-foot chords, to a point on the east boundary of
the right of way of thwe Island Yeeder; Thencs with sald
boundary,north 0°0L' east,70.0 feet to the point of bee
ginning; eaid tract of land containing 5«19 acres,more
or less}

: The Vendoy expressly warrants that he has employed
no third person Yo solielt or obtaein this contrset in his
behalf, or to cause oy procurs the same to be obtalned upon
compensetion in any contingent, in whole or in part, upon
such procurement, and thut he has not paid, or pramiseﬁ or
agreed %o pay, to sny third person, in consideration of such
vrogurement, or in compensation for services in connection
therowith, any brokervege, commission, or percentege wpon
the amﬁwn§‘zea§1v3bla by him harannﬁegé-ané'that'ha has not,
in estimeting the contract price demanded by himg included
any sum by veasvn of any such brokersge, commiselion, or
percontage: and that all monehs paysble to him hereundoy
are free from cbligation to any other person for services
ranfered , or supposed to have been rendered, in mwyxbreasih
the procurement of this contract, He further sgrees thet
any bresgh of this warranty shall comstitute edequate cause
for the snnuiment of this contrast by the United States,
and thet the United Btutes may vetain to its own use from
eny sums dueor to beoowe dus thereundey an smount equal
to eny brokerage, commlssion, or percentege so paid op
"agreed to be ﬁ&&iﬁ ,
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Form 1ozt DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

43 Peso, Yewss, Ootober 231 1918

>

Project Manager to the Director and Chief Engineer (through Chief of
Construction).

Subject: Forwarding contract for approval.

The contract described below is forwarded herewith.

Agreement dated Svtobew AL, IHID 3o Grende Project.
Executed by & ¥ Lawgon, Prejfest Usnager,

With J ¢ loniew |

Estimated amount involved, $ £59s%0 (See Reverse, Par. 3.)

inthori $y ffﬂ Gy
Purpose of agreement:

Marehese of oegesesyy rloent of wer for Inlund Peeder surel.

Inclosures listed on reverse. (See Par. 5.)

Advise Chief of Constr ion, Denver, Colo., and Project Manager

at 1 Togu, Toxes, fanda  leirict Lounesld
at A1 Usse, Tesudy g of the approval of the above.

Ingla. Gpip. & b sopley sontreot,

Carvifionte of reeomuonsetion. L B OLAsTON
2 blﬂfﬁ‘f"i‘&ﬂ‘tﬁﬂ (Signature.)
ggw? :

Denver, Colo., ﬁaﬁ.»ﬁ@) 19 18

It is recommended that the above-described contract be approved

O L A A PP
Inclosures: :
Q,ﬁbgmﬁ;;_copies of contract. Chief” of Construction.

T TeNERRISR DI UileE O 24,1913

laport on a1
i %1&@3&%% - PRARY. me

191
Washington, D. C., NOV 221918
Contract (and bond, if any), was approved by dikerits Lici, v cii

\

b on WOV 29 1918

tees { A Lan pa .
Origina! encioesd M rocord
Oroadilins o ream st Aty A Ak
and Turtiier aprrozinia astion

Vi e

6—4533 Fsrwte Biam Ao OTdbis)aler
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THIS AGREEMENT, made.... on® 10th day of Ootober,
nineteen hundred and.eighteen. . ., between..:... Jo 8. Lanier,asingleman, .............
B , BEXEE, of.....Bl Pasgo,. Texas, ... . . .
EEREEE O him e — o - heirs, legal represen-

tatives, and assigns, hereinafter styled the vendor, and The United States of America and its assigns by

co g ~3§-«-L&WS{)R-;~-»P—I’QJ&G%--M&R&&;SP; ------------------------------------------ United States Reclamation Service,
thereunto duly authorized by the Secretary of the Interior, pursuant to the act of June 17, 1902
(32 Stat., 388),

WITNESSETH :

1. The vendor in consideration of the benefits to be hereafter derived from the construction of
irrigation works through, upon, or in the vicinity of the lands hereinafter described, of the promises
and covenants of the United States herein contained, and of the payment to the vendor by the United
States of the sum of one ($l..00) dollar, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, does hereby
agree, upon the terms and conditions hereinafter stipulated, to sell and by good and sufficient deed to
convey to the United States of America the following-described real estate and property situated in

thie CoRnEY OF e B PG mrsmmemrionmic State of e T@XAS g o it
A tract of land in the southeast quarter of the southeast gquarter,
section fifteen(1l5), Bouthwest gquarter of the southwest quarter of

)
section fourtaen(lf),and the northwest quarter of section twenty-three
(23), township thirotamthr@g#(, | south,range seven(7)jeast United States
Reclamatidﬁ”ﬁefﬁiééi335@’uuﬁve&S“Eﬁﬁ;“?ﬂ;?l“&n&”75mgaﬁnwﬂlizariewGrant,
and bounded and described as followa: Beginning at the point of inter-
section of the east -boundary of the right of way of. .the Iasland feeder
with the boundary between surveys Nos. 57 and 71,8an Blizario Crant,
being the pronerty. line between land of Grantor herein and Dyer and
Kayser; from which point the northwest corner of said survey Wo. 71
bears north 66°15' west 126.2 feet and the southeast corner of said
section 15 bears south 189 east 1094.4 Test; Thence ~along the-boundary
between said surveys Nos. 57 and 71, south 66°15' east,720.0 feet;
Tnende to the right along the are-of-a 256.68 feet radlus curve, . a dise
tance of 226.3 feet based on 100-foot chords; Thence south 11°01' east
637:0 feet} Thence to. the left along the arc of a 491,67 feet radius

curve, a distance of 242.5 feet based on 100-foot chords; Thenge south
39920 east,1957.1 feet to a point on the boundary between surveys

Nos. 70 and 76 San Elizario Grant,being the property line between land
of Grantor herein and Fugene Fox; Thence with said line south 23949°
west,33.6 feet to a point on the eenter Yine for IL:Fw 57 and from
which point the northwest corner of said sectlon 23 bears north 46°33°
west, 2629.0f¢et] Thence south 23°49' west,33.6 feet;Thence north 59°20!
west,1987.5 feet; Thence to the right along the are of a BbLL.67 feet
radius curve a-distance o0£.272.3.feet based on 100-foot chords;Thence
north 11°01!' west,637.0 feet;Thence to the left along the arc of a :
176.68 feet radius curve, a distance of 168.3 feet;Thence north 66°15!

{Bee next page)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties to this agreement have hereunto set their hands the day
and year first above written.
Witnesses : _
P W Dent N J S LANIER
of..... 51 Paso, Texes,
.............................................................. V mdor
O oo e
of L M LAVWSON
For and on behalf of the United States.
Of sommrememmmmmemese e
STATE OF oo, QX&B, ...................................................
Bl Paso, 58 -
COUNTY OF s S : LT
. Geo W Hosdley - Hotsyy Publie
in and for said county, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that....... R o
Ry s Lo RSSO personally known to me to be the person.......... whose name subscribed

to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day in person and acknowledged that

he

s

signed, sealed, and delivered said instrument of writing as ... . free and voluntary act,
for the uses and purposes therein set forth.

o

. i
separate and apart from.....] husbhand....c.... , and explainwﬁx%the contents of the
foregoing instrument, and upon t vi 5 declared that did
ar i eal,wandwagkiiowiedge the same without any coercion or compulsion, and do........
! . e #
Given under my hand and official seal, this.... }‘gf .......... day of s gﬁﬁ%ag ............... , 191.§...
[sear.] GEO“ HO-"\*QL—EY .....................................

wae 11319 Releny Favkta

My commission expires ...

ADPDPTOVEA oo s , 191
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Form 7-281.
Approved by the Secretary of the Intcrlor,
January 15, 1910.

Revised 12-15. REPORT ON LAND AGREEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
'U“NITED STATES RECLAMATION SERVICE

INFORMATION relating to agreement made Oetober 10 1918, with
d 8 Ianler
for the purchase of land required for Inland feeder Gﬂlﬁ&l
purposes, Rio Grande Project, El Peao
County, Texas,

. State description and approximate area of land to be conveyed.

agres in SBE af % sec. 15, SWi of SWi sec. 14, 8nd W} sec. 23,

) o
éta%? naturé number E‘(ﬁ,ﬁﬁ date o entry b%fnch it was acquired under public land laws, also date of
final certﬁcate and patent, if such have been issued.

Texas land « no U, 8. Public ILands in this State.

3. State names of the owners, post-office addresses, and county and State of residence. Give names of
wives and husbands; if unmarried, widow, or widower, so state.

J 8 Lanier, Hotel Del Norte, Bl Peso, Texas,

4. State who is in possession of the premises to be conveyed, or of any part thereof, and if a tenant, give
‘his name and post-office address. If the land is held under a lease, state the general terms of the lease, and
the date when the tenant is to give up possession.

Owney ~ 1o lesses,

5. Also state whether land is subject to mght of way by virtue of conbract with Water users association or
other agreement. 64803

Land is subjeot fo right of way hy reaaon of a%aak*suhsariptien
contract between owner and w&ter;uaera' association.




2
6. State how much of the land is under cultivation, to what kinds of crops, with area of each crop culti-
vated, and how much is not cultivated, but is capable of being brought under cultivation, as well as the general
character of such land; also the condition and kind of improvements, if any. Give a detailed estimate of the

value of all important improvements of the land, such as buildings; also the amounts and values of the several
classes of land.

Land is not cultivated- no bulldings.

7. If any portion of the land is irrigated, .state what water rights go with the land and how much of the
cultivated and how much of the uncultivated land is capable of irrigation.

All lenéd is irrigable wnder Rio Grande project
water rights.

8. State the selling price of similar land in the vicinity.

£65 to $85 per sores

9. State fully aﬂy other matters relative to the land or to the purchase that may be of interest to the
Government, especially concerning possible injury or benefit to other portions of this tract.

Canal will be of general benefit %o the community.

The above is a correct statement of the information procured.
Dated Oe¢tober 10, 1918 191
@BO W HOADLEY

(Signature)._.

) Fleld Asaistant.
(Title) :

In Charge of &egotiations.
Approvedg L ¥ M‘ﬁ:g@g

Project Manager. 6—t503




3
INSTRUCTIONS.

The proper procedure in making purchases of lands under the Reclamation Act, in pursuance of the
various rulings made by the Department of the Interior and the Department, of Justice, is substantially as
stated below, though, in some cases, deviations may be necessary in certain details. These instructions do
not relate to withdrawn public lands to which there is a claim by reason of a settlement or entry made prior
to withdrawal; in such cases the agreements for purchases of improvements should be entered into on I‘Porm
7-523. See Manual, 1913 edition, pages 233—237. '

1. Assoon as possible after it has been ascertained that the property will be required, the Project Manager
should forward to the Director of the Reclamation Service the ollowing papers:

(@) Form 7-276 or 7-277, contract of sale, or memorandum of terms o proposed purchase, together with
two copies of the same, one for the Returns Office and the other for the Director. When the land is donated,
use Form 7-277. , '

(b) Affidavit of disinterestedness. :

(¢) This Form (7-281), report on land agreement. i

(@) Certificate that the land is necessary for the purposes authorized by the Reclamation Act and that
the consideration agreed upon is reasonable, together with his recommendation that the agreement be approved.
This certificate should also contain other valuable information relative to the transaction not given in Form
7-281. .

(¢) If the tract is described by metes and bounds, this report should be accompanied by a small sketch,
with the boundry lines platted, showing all courses and distances and all references to public-land corners.
(See Manual, Title, Lands, Acquisition of, pars. 11 and 23, pp. 227 and 231.)

2. When the agreement has been approved, the origmal will be returned to the Project Manager, who
will immediately notify the vendor thereof and call upon him, if pursuant to said agreement, to furnish an
abstract of title, which shall later be extended to includ% any instruments subsequently recorded in connection
therewith and also the record of the conveyance made in pursuance of said agreement, also to procure and
have recorded, where proper for record, all assurances of title and affidavits which may be necessary and

roper to show clear, unincumbered title in him. This will fix the date from which time may be counted in
%)avbr of the United States for extension of the option as provided in the agreement, in case it be found necessary
to do so. If the abstract contains a large number of entries it should be indexed, and if the title to & cansl
system is involved the abstract should be accompanied by maps showing said system and the lands affected
t]Zereby. The abstract, certificates, maps, contract, possessory certificate, and form of deed which it is proposed
to execute, referred to in next paragraph, should be submitted to the local district counsel. For form of
possessory certificate see also par. 20, of the Title, Lands, Acquisition of, in the Manual. .

3. Tge ordinary form of warranty deed, or its equivalent, in generai use will be acceptable to the Depart-
ment, only one material change being required, viz, the insertion of the italicized words in the clause to the
following effect usually found in such deeds: “For and in consideration of * * * dollars to him in hand
paid in pursuance of the provisions of the act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat., 388), by the said party of the second
part,” ete. The grantee or second party must be the United States, and the words ““heirs, executors, admin-
1strators, successors,” etc., when referring to the second party, should be stricken out, and the sentence should
read ‘‘the party of the second part and its assigns.” One cop% of the Ero%osed form of deed should be retained
by the Project Manager, to be executed by the vendor after the title has been found acceptable. A quitclaim
deed will be acceptable in case title in fee is not vested in the vendor.

4. When forwarding the title papers to the local district counsel the engineer should request that, if
apparently in satisfactory form amf sufficient, they be forwarded to the district counsel in charge of titles,
with his opinion thereon, otherwise that they be returned, pointing out the defects and indicating how they
may be remedied.

5. The district counsel in charge of titles will render an opinion upon the title, and thereupon all the papers
will be returned to the local district counsel for action in pursuance of the findings of the opinion. After the
title has been found satisfactory, the deed should be executed and recorded and the abstract extended to cover
record of same, and also to cover payment of taxes, etc., found to be liens against the estate. Payment may
then be made to the grantor, provided no further defects are revealed by the extension of the abstract. The
voucher covering payment should be accompanied by the contract, abstract of title, deed, and official copy of
opinion. In case the title is found to be imperfect, the papers will be returned for the necessary corrections,
and the abstract should then be brought up to date ang again submitted through the local district counsel
as above for reexamination. _

6. In the case of a desert-land entry, when the approval has been given of the purchase of the possessory
rights of an entryman, the certificate of the recorder of land titles in the county where the land 1s situated
should be obtained, showing that he has searched the records of his office, and stating whether any instrument
of conveyance, assignment, or mortgage of the right obtained by the entry referred to there appears.

7. In the case of land covered by a homestead or desert-land entry where an entire legal subdivision is
involved a relinquishment to the United States is sufficient, and a certificate should be o%;tained from the
register and receiver of the local land office showing that the entry was valid and subsisting at the time of
the relinquishment, and that it had been relinquished and canceled on the records of the land office. This
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certificate should accompany the voucher in lieu of the deed or relinquishment, which will be retained in
the local land office. ere less than a legal subdivision is to be acquired, which can not be described in
the ordinary way (by quarters and halves), t?he method outlined under (b) and (e), paragraph 38, page 236 of
the Manual should be ('}ollowed.

8. In the public-land States improvements by entrymen are generally regarded as personal property,
subject to taxation, and before paying for land to be acquired by relinquishment the certificate of the officer
having charge of the tax records in the county should be obtained showing the condition of the property in
respect to levy and payment of taxes for the years since the entry.

9. This Form (7-281) may be used as far as it is applicable in making a report of negotiations not con-
cluded, all necessary additional information being given under heading No. 9, when for any reason it is advis-
able that the matter be further considered by the Project Manager before final agreement. In this case it
should be noted conspicuously on the first page and in the brief on back that it is a report of pending negotia-
tions.

10. An agreement of sale may be made with any person owning the land in his own right, or with a trustee
under a power in a deed, or with a person holding a power of attorney from the owner authorizing him to do
s0, or with an executor under a power in a will. ~ A certified copy of the evidence of authority must accom-
pany the papers.

11. The husband and wife must join in the agreement except where the local laws or the conditions under
which the property is held do not require it. It 1s better, however, to obtain in every case the signatures of
both husband and wife. The agreement must state whether the vendor is married or single, widow or widower.

12. An administrator or an executor without a power to sell in the will has no authority to make a contract
for the sale or conveyance of land or of a right of way thereon. In case of the death of the owner without a
will, the real estate descends to the heirs; if he dies leaving a will, the real estate goes to the devisees, subject in
both cases to the payment of debts of the decedent. The heirs or devisees must all join in the agreement.

13. Neither the guardian of a minor nor the %uardian of an insane,person has a right to contract to sell or
convey the real estate of his ward without special authority from the proper court.

14. Before negotiations for the purchase of any tract are begun, it is important to learn whether the land
has been offered for sale, and at what time and price; also what price the present owner paid for the land.

15. Special conditions and limitations may be added, when necessary, to the printed forms of contracts in
reference to possession of premises, growing of crops, etec., pending final conveyance, but these conditions
should be avoided as far as possible, and the time limit of the contract should be fixed with reference to these
matters. Ample time should be given in the contract for the preparation of an abstract of title and for
consideration of the same by the officials at Washington, D. C. In this connection, see also Manual, par. 12,

age 227. '
LR 16. For a general discussion of this subject see pages 96 to 100 of Water-Supply Paper No. 93.
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